The role of the artificial uterus in embryo adoption and neonatal intensive care.
Embryo adoption is a way of having children for couples who wish to share a pregnancy experience but have neither eggs nor sperm to realise their dream. This type of situation could occur where the wife has had a hysterectomy, while her husband has an extremely low sperm count. The donors of embryos are usually couples who have completed their families. The artificial womb will duplicate the technology of a natural womb so as to enable the child to gestate and develop physically to maturity. This ability will enable the artificial womb to be used to rescue severely premature babies who would otherwise have died and allow them to develop normally to term. Legislation will be required to regulate situations where an entire pregnancy is sustained in an artificial uterus. Clarity as to parenthood in particular will need to be regulated.